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During its first 50 years, NCIV has or-
ganized professional programs, cultural 
activities and home visits for more 
than 190,000 foreign visitors. To that we 
say thank you. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Virginia, 
the author of the resolution, Mr. 
MORAN. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. I want to 
thank my friends and colleagues, Mr. 
KLEIN from Florida and Mr. SMITH from 
New Jersey. I appreciate their support 
of this. 

This is an important resolution. 
What the National Council of Inter-
national Visitors sponsors day in and 
day out has a long-term impact that 
cannot be overstated within our coun-
try or around the globe. 

The National Council of Inter-
national Visitors, Madam Speaker, is a 
nonprofit membership association cur-
rently marking 50 years of leadership 
in citizen diplomacy. It embodies the 
concept that individual citizens have 
the right and the responsibility to help 
shape U.S. foreign relations, in their 
words, ‘‘one handshake at a time.’’ 

NCIV’s nationwide network consists 
of 92 community organizations as well 
as program agencies, associate mem-
bers and individuals. Each year, the ag-
gregate efforts of NCIV members in-
volve more than 80,000 volunteers 
across the country. 

With leadership and training pro-
vided by NCIV, its member organiza-
tions design and implement profes-
sional programs, provide cultural ac-
tivities, and offer the actual experience 
of living within an American family 
and an American community for for-
eign leaders and specialists partici-
pating in the U.S. Department of 
State’s International Visitor Leader-
ship Program and other exchange pro-
grams. 

For the last 50 years, NCIV has built 
a network of citizen diplomats com-
mitted to bridging international cul-
ture gaps and building mutually bene-
ficial relationships through inter-
national exchanges. More than 285—al-
though Mr. KLEIN said 286, so appar-
ently in the last few days another per-
son who was involved with this pro-
gram has been elected around the 
world as a world leader, but regardless 
of the number, we know it is very sub-
stantial, the number of people who lead 
other countries but have an under-
standing of who we are as a Nation, our 
values and beliefs as a result of NCIV’s 
efforts. 

More than 1,700 cabinet-level min-
isters—and so many other distin-
guished world leaders that you can’t 
even count them—have benefited from 
firsthand exposure to the United States 
through the International Visitor 
Leadership Program and the NCIV net-
work. 

With its commitment to building 
long-term personal relationships, NCIV 

will continue to be an asset for Amer-
ican public diplomacy and indeed for 
national security efforts as it moves 
into its second half century. 

Some examples that I think bear cit-
ing: Tony Blair, former Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom, participated in 
this program. Anwar Sadat, who was so 
instrumental in bringing peace be-
tween Israel and Egypt, participated in 
this program; Felipe Calderon, Presi-
dent of Mexico; Nicolas Sarkozy, Presi-
dent of France; Kim Dae-Jung, who 
was the former President of South 
Korea; Manmohan Singh, Prime Min-
ister of India; Abdullah Gul, President 
of Turkey; Morgan Tsvangirai, Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe. 

It is also worth noting that nearly 
the entire international visitor leader-
ship program in the State Department 
spends its budget here in communities 
throughout the United States, and that 
by implanting its programs in those 
communities, the IVLP is also impor-
tant for generating economic develop-
ment and cultivating a globally lit-
erate workforce in our U.S. commu-
nities. Nothing is more instructive 
than having a foreign visitor actually 
live in an American home to under-
stand our culture, our values, and our 
beliefs. 

Lastly, Madam Speaker, it is clear 
that in contributing to the quality of 
our international engagement, the 
International Visitor Leadership Pro-
gram is an investment in our national 
security. It is imperative to continue 
rebuilding the image of the United 
States abroad and to build stronger 
long-term personal relationships be-
tween foreign leaders and U.S. decision 
makers, by connecting them with peo-
ple who simply represent what America 
is all about day in and day out. In fact, 
the Organization of American Ambas-
sadors ranks the International Visitor 
Leadership Program as the most im-
portant among all 63 U.S. diplomacy 
programs. 

In closing, as well as Mr. SMITH and 
his staff, I want to thank Chairman 
HOWARD BERMAN and his staff, Kath-
erine Brown for their efforts in high-
lighting the important work of citizen 
diplomats, and the NCIV, and obvi-
ously Mr. KLEIN and his staff. I also 
want to give a shout out to the Na-
tional Council of International Visi-
tors, especially Sherry Mueller and her 
staff, Chris Bassett and Ed Thompson, 
who worked so hard with my staff on 
this resolution; Tom Gittens, the 
former head of Sister Cities Inter-
national, for his leadership in pro-
moting the National Council of Inter-
national Visitors. Shai Tamara and 
Tom Garofalo of my staff, who is here 
as well and has steered this through 
the Congress. 

I hope and trust we will get unani-
mous support for this and let the Inter-
national Council of International Visi-
tors know that we do appreciate all 
their efforts on behalf of our country. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, again I thank the gentleman who 
brought this forward to us, Mr. MAN-
ZULLO as well, and Mr. SMITH. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
KLEIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1402, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LIU XIAOBO ON 
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1717) 
congratulating imprisoned Chinese de-
mocracy advocate Liu Xiaobo on the 
award of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1717 

Whereas Liu Xiaobo played a leading role 
in the 1989 Tiananmen Square demonstration 
for democratic reform, insisting on peaceful 
means and democratic process; 

Whereas since 1989, Liu Xiaobo has been a 
leading figure promoting democratic reform 
and respect for human rights, including by 
writing hundreds of notable essays on these 
subjects; 

Whereas between June 6, 1989, and October 
1999, Chinese officials detained Liu Xiaobo 3 
times, totaling over 4 years confinement for 
his role in Tiananmen Square and continued 
promotion of political reform; 

Whereas in 2008, Liu Xiaobo was one of the 
principal drafters and organizers as well as 
one of the first signers of Charter 08, a mani-
festo that proposed democratic reform in 
China; 

Whereas, on December 8, 2008, Chinese offi-
cials detained Liu Xiaobo for his role in 
Charter 08, and found him guilty of ‘‘inciting 
subversion of state power’’ in 2009 and sen-
tenced him to 11 years imprisonment; 

Whereas since December 2008, thousands of 
Chinese citizens from all walks of life have 
signed Charter 08, and Chinese officials have 
detained, placed under house arrest, or har-
assed many of them; 

Whereas in 2010, many persons from around 
the world nominated Liu Xiaobo for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, including the 14th Dalai 
Lama, Bishop Desmond Tutu, Vaclav Havel, 
and 7 members of the United States House of 
Representatives; 

Whereas, on October 8, 2010, the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee announced its award of the 
2010 Nobel Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo for his 
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‘‘long and non-violent struggle for funda-
mental human rights in China’’; 

Whereas the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
noted that, ‘‘the campaign to establish uni-
versal human rights also in China is being 
waged by many Chinese . . . through the se-
vere punishment meted out to him, Liu has 
become the foremost symbol of this wide- 
ranging struggle for human rights in China’’; 

Whereas when on October 9, 2010, Liu Xia, 
Liu Xiaobo’s wife, notified her husband that 
he had been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 
he responded by dedicating the prize to ‘‘the 
Tiananmen martyrs’’; 

Whereas Chinese officials responded to the 
award by placing Liu Xia under house arrest, 
harassing and detaining Liu Xiaobo’s friends 
and supporters, censoring Internet Web sites 
and blacking out television broadcasts that 
reported the award, and defaming Liu Xiaobo 
by describing him as a ‘‘criminal’’, a ‘‘polit-
ical tool of the West’’, and a ‘‘traitorous op-
erative’’; 

Whereas Chinese officials have claimed 
that the imprisonment of Liu Xiaobo is an 
internal matter and that the award con-
stitutes meddling in China’s internal affairs; 
and 

Whereas President Barack Obama, the re-
cipient of the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize, has 
congratulated Liu Xiaobo on the award and 
called on Chinese officials to release him 
from prison: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates Liu Xiaobo on the award 
of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize; 

(2) honors Liu Xiaobo’s promotion of demo-
cratic reform in China, and the courage with 
which he has bore repeated imprisonment by 
Chinese officials; 

(3) states that in honoring Liu Xiaobo, it 
also honors all those who have promoted 
democratic reform in China, including all 
those who participated in the 1989 
Tiananmen Square demonstration for demo-
cratic reform; 

(4) asserts that Liu Xiaobo is a political 
prisoner, and that Liu Xia, Liu Xiaobo’s sup-
porters, and all signers of Charter 08 who 
have been detained, placed under house ar-
rest, or harassed, are the victims of political 
persecution; 

(5) calls on Chinese officials to release Liu 
Xiaobo from prison, and to release Liu Xia, 
Liu Xiaobo’s supporters, and all signers of 
Charter 08 from detention, house arrest, and 
harassment; 

(6) calls on Chinese officials to cease cen-
soring media and Internet reporting of the 
award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Liu 
Xiaobo and to cease their campaign of defa-
mation against Liu Xiaobo; 

(7) urges President Barack Obama to con-
tinue to work for the release of Liu Xiaobo 
from prison, as well as the release of Liu Xia, 
Liu Xiaobo’s supporters, and all signers of 
Charter 08 from detention, house arrest, and 
harassment; and 

(8) emphasizes that violations of human 
rights in general, and the persecution of Liu 
Xiaobo, Liu Xia, Liu Xiaobo’s supporters, 
and all signers of Charter 08 specifically, are 
matters of legitimate concern to other gov-
ernments. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 

to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-

er, I rise in strong support of this reso-
lution, and I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, this resolution con-
gratulates Chinese democracy activist 
Liu Xiaobo on being awarded this 
year’s Nobel Peace Prize and calls for 
his immediate release from imprison-
ment by the Chinese Government. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for spon-
soring this resolution and bringing it 
forward to discuss with many of us, as 
well as the other six Members of Con-
gress who originally nominated Mr. 
Liu for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Mr. Liu was a leader during the 1989 
pro-democracy Tiananmen Square pro-
tests and one of the drafters last year 
of Charter 08, a document signed by 
more than 300 Chinese intellectuals and 
rights advocates that called for polit-
ical reform and improvement in Chi-
na’s human rights policies. As a result 
of his activism, the Chinese Govern-
ment charged Mr. Liu with the phony 
offense of ‘‘inciting subversion of state 
power.’’ He was convicted on Christmas 
day of last year and subsequently sen-
tenced to 11 years in prison, a sentence 
that has been widely regarded as un-
usually harsh. 

This past October, Mr. Liu became 
the first Chinese citizen residing in 
China to win the Nobel Peace Prize and 
one of three laureates to have received 
it while in prison. The Nobel Com-
mittee awarded the prize to Mr. Liu 
‘‘for his long and non-violent struggle 
for fundamental human rights in 
China.’’ 

b 1530 

Mr. Liu’s wife visited him in prison 
shortly after he learned of winning the 
prize, and during their visit Mr. Liu re-
portedly was moved to tears and said 
that the prize was ‘‘for the lost souls of 
June 4.’’ 

Mr. Liu remains locked away in a 
Chinese cell and thus is not able to re-
ceive the prize in person. The Chinese 
Government has also placed his wife 
under house arrest and is preventing 
her and Mr. Liu’s other family, friends 
and supporters from leaving China to 
attend the awards ceremony in Nor-
way. 

The Chinese Government has de-
nounced the prize as a ‘‘political tool’’ 
of the West, blocking all media report-
ing of the news in China and trying to 
bully foreign governments from send-
ing representatives to the awards cere-
mony later this week. China’s boorish 
and arrogant behavior over Mr. Liu’s 
award won’t produce the global respect 
and clout that Chinese authorities so 
desperately crave, and its tactics only 
underscore China’s failure to uphold 

the very principles to which Mr. Liu 
has dedicated his life and work and for 
which he is being recognized by the 
Nobel committee. 

Today, the United States House of 
Representatives stands in solidarity 
with Mr. Liu and all those who have 
risked their lives to promote demo-
cratic reform in China. We call on 
China to immediately release Mr. Liu 
from prison and to cease its harass-
ment and detention of Mr. Liu’s wife 
and supporters. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I thank my good friend and colleague 
from Florida for his eloquent state-
ment. I thank the Speaker and the ma-
jority leader for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor, and of course to HOW-
ARD BERMAN the chairman and IIEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN for their strong support 
for it as well. 

Madam Speaker, for far too long the 
Chinese Government has evaded vir-
tually all serious scrutiny of its hor-
rific human rights record—usually by 
employing bullying tactics, including 
threats to nations, multilateral organi-
zations like the U.N., and to individ-
uals. Today the Chinese Government 
brutalizes women and children through 
forced abortion and coerced steriliza-
tion as part of its barbaric one-child- 
per-couple policy, which makes broth-
ers and sisters illegal. Today China 
crushes all political opposition. It tor-
tures and incarcerates Falun Gong 
practitioners, Uyghurs, Tibetan Bud-
dhists and Christians. Today China vio-
lently crushes independent labor 
unions and has transformed the Inter-
net into a tool for surveillance and cen-
sorship. 

I note parenthetically, Madam 
Speaker, that immediately prior to the 
Olympics, the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. WOLF) and I visited Beijing, one of 
many human rights trips to China. 
While we were there, we sought to 
meet with some of the house church 
leaders who wanted to meet with us 
and pray with us. All but one were ar-
rested and detained, and after we left 
that particular pastor was arrested and 
detained and interrogated as well. 

Madam Speaker, the naming of Liu 
Xiaobo as the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate and the Chinese Government’s 
outrageous response to that naming, 
including the way they have mis-
treated his wife but now it’s even 
worse, and friends can’t even travel to 
Oslo to be a part of the ceremony, that 
reaction, of course is the underlying 
problem. The actual abuses that are 
committed, oblige us to sustained scru-
tiny and meaningful action. News re-
ports suggest that over one-and-a-half 
dozen countries have been so intimi-
dated by Beijing that they won’t even 
send a delegation to Oslo. I think 
that’s outrageous. 

So today I urge my colleagues to 
adopt H. Res. 1717, expressing Congress’ 
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profound respect for and solidarity 
with Liu Xiaobo and all those who 
peacefully advocate for human rights 
and democracy in the PRC. 

Madam Speaker, the resolution hon-
ors Liu Xiaobo, who in the 1980s had a 
brilliant academic career in front of 
him in China. When the Tiananmen 
Square demonstrations began in 1989, 
he was actually a visiting professor in 
New York City. He effectively gave all 
of that up when he flew back to China 
to join the students demonstrating for 
democracy on the square, and even 
there he insisted that the students 
themselves adhere to a democratic 
process. Liu has been working and sac-
rificing for democratic reform ever 
since—through hundreds of remarkable 
essays that he has written and the 
courage with which he has borne im-
prisonment, no less than four times. 

My resolution highlights Charter 08, 
the democracy proclamation that Liu 
played a leading role in organizing, 
drafting, and of which he was one of 
the first signers. It is an astonishing 
document, a worthy heir of the great 
models that it is based upon, the U.S. 
Bill of Rights, the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, and Charter 77, 
the Czech human rights declaration 
that in the late 1970s contributed so 
much to the rebirth of conscience and 
respect for the rule of just law in east-
ern European captive nations, and ulti-
mately to their peaceful democratiza-
tion. 

But the Chinese Government saw in 
this magnificent document only a 
crime, as my friend and colleague 
pointed out earlier, ‘‘inciting subver-
sion of state power’’—whatever that is. 
The government arrested Mr. Liu in 
December of 2008 and in December 2009 
sentenced him to 11 years in prison. 

Madam Speaker, in February of this 
year, I led a group of some six Members 
in petitioning the peace prize com-
mittee to name Mr. Liu and two other 
Chinese dissidents for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Our nomination described him as 
‘‘a visionary leader,’’ remarkable for 
his patriotism and civic courage and 
the generous tone of his work. This 
man is absolutely nonviolent. 

Though we didn’t know it at the 
time, many other people had the exact 
same idea. Mr. Liu was nominated by 
two Nobel Peace Prize laureates—the 
14th Dalai Lama and Bishop Desmond 
Tutu—as well as by former Czech 
President Vaclav Havel and many 
members of the Czech and Slovak par-
liaments, the Norwegian parliamen-
tarian, and a number of human rights 
defenders from around the world and 
leaders in the fields of philosophy, lit-
erature, philanthropy and finance. 

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 1717 under-
scores and points up the words of the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee that said, 
and I quote: ‘‘The campaign to estab-
lish human rights in China is being 
waged by many Chinese. Through the 
severe punishment meted out to him, 
Liu has become the foremost symbol of 
this wide-ranging struggle for human 

rights in China.’’ The resolution explic-
itly states that in honoring Liu 
Xiaobo, it honors all those who have 
promoted democratic reform in China, 
including all those who participated in 
the 1989 Tiananmen Square demonstra-
tion. After Liu’s wife told him of the 
award, he wept and dedicated the prize 
to ‘‘the Tiananmen martyrs.’’ 

Madam Speaker, the resolution 
makes it very clear that Mr. Liu 
Xiaobo is a political prisoner, empha-
sizes that ‘‘violations of human 
rights,’’ including his persecution, ‘‘are 
matters of legitimate concern to other 
governments,’’ because we are hearing 
the tired old refrain from the govern-
ment in Beijing that this is purely an 
internal matter. 

Similarly, the resolution calls on the 
Chinese Government to cease censoring 
media and Internet reporting of the 
award and cease defaming Mr. Liu as a 
‘‘political tool of the West’’ and as a 
‘‘traitorous operative.’’ These are ridic-
ulous charges, but they go to the heart 
of the issue that Mr. Liu himself ana-
lyzed in his 2005 essay called ‘‘The 
CPC’s Dictatorial Patriotism,’’ the dic-
tatorial government’s fallacious equa-
tion of itself with the Chinese nation, 
so that whoever opposes the dictator-
ship is treated as an enemy of the 
state. 

Finally, I will conclude with Liu 
Xiaobo’s closing statement in his 2009 
trial, only a small part of it. It is very 
rich and I hope all will read it. I will 
put it in the RECORD. This shows his 
gentleness of soul. He said: 

‘‘But I still want to say to this re-
gime, which is depriving me of my free-
dom, that I stand by the convictions I 
expressed in my June 2 Hunger Strike 
Declaration 20 years ago—I have no en-
emies and no hatred. None of the police 
who monitored, arrested and interro-
gated me, none of the prosecutors who 
indicted me, and none of the judges 
who judged me are my enemies. Hatred 
can rot away at a person’s intelligence 
and conscience. 

Enemy mentality will poison the 
spirit of a nation, incite cruel mortal 
struggles, destroy a society’s tolerance 
and humanity, and hinder a nation’s 
progress toward freedom and democ-
racy. That is why I hope to be able to 
transcend my personal experiences as I 
look upon our nation’s development 
and social change, to counter the re-
gime’s hostility with utmost goodwill, 
and to dispel hatred with love.’’ 

To his wife, he said: 
‘‘My dear, with your love I can calm-

ly face my impending trial, having no 
regrets about the choices I’ve made and 
am optimistically awaiting tomorrow. 
I look toward to the day when my 
country is a land with freedom of ex-
pression, where the speech of every cit-
izen will be treated equally well.’’ 

b 1540 

This man is a moral giant, absolutely 
worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize, and 
he is the future of China. 

I HAVE NO ENEMIES: MY FINAL STATEMENT 
(By Liu Xiaobo) 

CLOSING STATEMENT IN COURT. TRANSLATION 
BY HRIC, BASED ON A TRANSLATION BY J. 
LATOURELLE, DECEMBER 23, 2009 
In the course of my life, for more than half 

a century, June 1989 was the major turning 
point. Up to that point, I was a member of 
the first class to enter university when col-
lege entrance examinations were reinstated 
following the Cultural Revolution (Class of 
’77). From BA to MA and on to PhD, my aca-
demic career was all smooth sailing. Upon 
receiving my degrees, I stayed on to teach at 
Beijing Normal University. As a teacher, I 
was well received by the students. At the 
same time, I was a public intellectual, writ-
ing articles and books that created quite a 
stir during the 1980s, frequently receiving in-
vitations to give talks around the country, 
and going abroad as a visiting scholar upon 
invitation from Europe and America. What I 
demanded of myself was this: whether as a 
person or as a writer, I would lead a life of 
honesty, responsibility, and dignity. After 
that, because I had returned from the U.S. to 
take part in the 1989 Movement, I was 
thrown into prison for ‘‘the crime of counter- 
revolutionary propaganda and incitement.’’ I 
also lost my beloved lectern and could no 
longer publish essays or give talks in China. 
Merely for publishing different political 
views and taking part in a peaceful democ-
racy movement, a teacher lost his lectern, a 
writer lost his right to publish, and a public 
intellectual lost the opportunity to give 
talks publicly. This is a tragedy, both for me 
personally and for a China that has already 
seen thirty years of Reform and Opening Up. 

When I think about it, my most dramatic 
experiences after June Fourth have been, 
surprisingly, associated with courts: My two 
opportunities to address the public have both 
been provided by trial sessions at the Beijing 
Municipal Intermediate People’s Court, once 
in January 1991, and again today. Although 
the crimes I have been charged with on the 
two occasions are different in name, their 
real substance is basically the same—both 
are speech crimes. 

Twenty years have passed, but the ghosts 
of June Fourth have not yet been laid to 
rest. Upon release from Qincheng Prison in 
1991, I, who had been led onto the path of po-
litical dissent by the psychological chains of 
June Fourth, lost the right to speak publicly 
in my own country and could only speak 
through the foreign media. Because of this, I 
was subjected to year-round monitoring, 
kept under residential surveillance (May 1995 
to January 1996) and sent to Reeducation- 
Through-Labor (October 1996 to October 
1999). And now I have been once again shoved 
into the dock by the enemy mentality of the 
regime. But I still want to say to this re-
gime, which is depriving me of my freedom, 
that I stand by the convictions I expressed in 
my ‘‘June Second Hunger Strike Declara-
tion’’ twenty years ago—I have no enemies 
and no hatred. None of the police who mon-
itored, arrested, and interrogated me, none 
of the prosecutors who indicted me, and none 
of the judges who judged me are my enemies. 
Although there is no way I can accept your 
monitoring, arrests, indictments, and ver-
dicts, I respect your professions and your in-
tegrity, including those of the two prosecu-
tors, Zhang Rongge and Pan Xueqing, who 
are now bringing charges against me on be-
half of the prosecution. During interrogation 
on December 3, I could sense your respect 
and your good faith. 

Hatred can rot away at a person’s intel-
ligence and conscience. Enemy mentality 
will poison the spirit of a nation, incite cruel 
mortal struggles, destroy a society’s toler-
ance and humanity, and hinder a nation’s 
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progress toward freedom and democracy. 
That is why I hope to be able to transcend 
my personal experiences as I look upon our 
nation’s development and social change, to 
counter the regime’s hostility with utmost 
good will, and to dispel hatred with love. 

Everyone knows that it was Reform and 
Opening Up that brought about our country’s 
development and social change. In my view, 
Reform and Opening Up began with the aban-
donment of the ‘‘using class struggle as guid-
ing principle’’ government policy of the Mao 
era and, in its place, a commitment to eco-
nomic development and social harmony. The 
process of abandoning the ‘‘philosophy of 
struggle’’ was also a process of gradual 
weakening of the enemy mentality and 
elimination of the psychology of hatred, and 
a process of squeezing out the ‘‘wolf’s milk’’ 
that had seeped into human nature.1 It was 
this process that provided a relaxed climate, 
at home and abroad, for Reform and Opening 
Up, gentle and humane grounds for restoring 
mutual affection among people and peaceful 
coexistence among those with different in-
terests and values, thereby providing encour-
agement in keeping with humanity for the 
bursting forth of creativity and the restora-
tion of compassion among our countrymen. 
One could say that relinquishing the ‘‘anti- 
imperialist and anti-revisionist’’ stance in 
foreign relations and ‘‘class struggle’’ at 
home has been the basic premise that has en-
abled Reform and Opening Up to continue to 
this very day. The market trend in the econ-
omy, the diversification of culture, and the 
gradual shift in social order toward the rule 
of law have all benefitted from the weak-
ening of the ‘‘enemy mentality.’’ Even in the 
political arena, where progress is slowest, 
the weakening of the enemy mentality has 
led to an ever-growing tolerance for social 
pluralism on the part of the regime and sub-
stantial decrease in the force of persecution 
of political dissidents, and the official des-
ignation of the 1989 Movement has also been 
changed from ‘‘turmoil and riot’’ to ‘‘polit-
ical disturbance.’’ The weakening of the 
enemy mentality has paved the way for the 
regime to gradually accept the universality 
of human rights. In [1997 and] 1998 the Chi-
nese government made a commitment to 
sign two major United Nations international 
human rights covenants,2 signaling China’s 
acceptance of universal human rights stand-
ards. In 2004, the National People’s Congress 
(NPC) amended the Constitution, writing 
into the Constitution for the first time that 
‘‘the state respects and guarantees human 
rights,’’ signaling that human rights have al-
ready become one of the fundamental prin-
ciples of China’s rule of law. At the same 
time, the current regime puts forth the ideas 
of ‘‘putting people first’’ and ‘‘creating a 
harmonious society,’’ signaling progress in 
the CPC’s concept of rule. 

I have also been able to feel this progress 
on the macro level through my own personal 
experience since my arrest. 

Although I continue to maintain that I am 
innocent and that the charges against me 
are unconstitutional, during the one plus 
year since I have lost my freedom, I have 
been locked up at two different locations and 
gone through four pretrial police interroga-
tors, three prosecutors, and two judges, but 
in handling my case, they have not been dis-
respectful, overstepped time limitations, or 
tried to force a confession. Their manner has 
been moderate and reasonable; moreover, 
they have often shown goodwill. On June 23, 
I was moved from a location where I was 
kept under residential surveillance to the 
Beijing Municipal Public Security Bureau’s 
No. 1 Detention Center, known as ‘‘Beikan.’’ 
During my six months at Beikan, I saw im-
provements in prison management. 

In 1996, I spent time at the old Beikan (lo-
cated at Banbuqiao). Compared to the old 

Beikan of more than a decade ago, the 
present Beikan is a huge improvement, both 
in terms of the ‘‘hardware’’—the facilities— 
and the ‘‘software’’—the management. In 
particular, the humane management pio-
neered by the new Beikan, based on respect 
for the rights and integrity of detainees, has 
brought flexible management to bear on 
every aspect of the behavior of the correc-
tional staff, and has found expression in the 
‘‘comforting broadcasts,’’ Repentance maga-
zine, and music before meals, on waking and 
at bedtime. This style of management allows 
detainees to experience a sense of dignity 
and warmth, and stirs their consciousness in 
maintaining prison order and opposing the 
bullies among inmates. Not only has it pro-
vided a humane living environment for de-
tainees, it has also greatly improved the en-
vironment for their litigation to take place 
and their state of mind. I’ve had close con-
tact with correctional officer Liu Zheng, who 
has been in charge of me in my cell, and his 
respect and care for detainees could be seen 
in every detail of his work, permeating his 
every word and deed, and giving one a warm 
feeling. It was perhaps my good fortune to 
have gotten to know this sincere, honest, 
conscientious, and kind correctional officer 
during my time at Beikan. 

It is precisely because of such convictions 
and personal experience that I firmly believe 
that China’s political progress will not stop, 
and I, filled with optimism, look forward to 
the advent of a future free China. For there 
is no force that can put an end to the human 
quest for freedom, and China will in the end 
become a nation ruled by law, where human 
rights reign supreme. I also hope that this 
sort of progress can be reflected in this trial 
as I await the impartial ruling of the colle-
gial bench—a ruling that will withstand the 
test of history. 

If I may be permitted to say so, the most 
fortunate experience of these past twenty 
years has been the selfless love I have re-
ceived from my wife, Liu Xia. She could not 
be present as an observer in court today, but 
I still want to say to you, my dear, that I 
firmly believe your love for me will remain 
the same as it has always been. Throughout 
all these years that I have lived without 
freedom, our love was full of bitterness im-
posed by outside circumstances, but as I 
savor its aftertaste, it remains boundless. I 
am serving my sentence in a tangible prison, 
while you wait in the intangible prison of 
the heart. Your love is the sunlight that 
leaps over high walls and penetrates the iron 
bars of my prison window, stroking every 
inch of my skin, warming every cell of my 
body, allowing me to always keep peace, 
openness, and brightness in my heart, and 
filling every minute of my time in prison 
with meaning. My love for you, on the other 
hand, is so full of remorse and regret that it 
at times makes me stagger under its weight. 
I am an insensate stone in the wilderness, 
whipped by fierce wind and torrential rain, 
so cold that no one dares touch me. But my 
love is solid and sharp, capable of piercing 
through any obstacle. Even if I were crushed 
into powder, I would still use my ashes to 
embrace you. 

My dear, with your love I can calmly face 
my impending trial, having no regrets about 
the choices I’ve made and optimistically 
awaiting tomorrow. I look forward to [the 
day] when my country is a land with freedom 
of expression, where the speech of every cit-
izen will be treated equally well; where dif-
ferent values, ideas, beliefs, and political 
views . . . can both compete with each other 
and peacefully coexist; where both majority 
and minority views will be equally guaran-
teed, and where the political views that dif-
fer from those currently in power, in par-
ticular, will be fully respected and protected; 

where all political views will spread out 
under the sun for people to choose from, 
where every citizen can state political views 
without fear, and where no one can under 
any circumstances suffer political persecu-
tion for voicing divergent political views. I 
hope that I will be the last victim of China’s 
endless literary inquisitions and that from 
now on no one will be incriminated because 
of speech. 

Freedom of expression is the foundation of 
human rights, the source of humanity, and 
the mother of truth. To strangle freedom of 
speech is to trample on human rights, stifle 
humanity, and suppress truth. 

In order to exercise the right to freedom of 
speech conferred by the Constitution, one 
should fulfill the social responsibility of a 
Chinese citizen. There is nothing criminal in 
anything I have done. [But] if charges are 
brought against me because of this, I have no 
complaints. 

Thank you, everyone. 
TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 

1. Writers in China today often refer to in-
doctrination with the ideology of class strug-
gle as ‘‘drinking wolf’s milk,’’ and the ide-
ology of the Cultural Revolution era as the 
‘‘wolf’s milk culture,’’ which had turned hu-
mans into wolf-like predatory beasts. 

2. China signed the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR) in 1997, and ratified it in 2001. It 
signed the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) in 1998, but has 
not yet ratified the covenant. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-

er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. WU). 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to support House Resolution 1717, con-
gratulating imprisoned Chinese democ-
racy advocate Liu Xiaobo on the award 
of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. I thank 
my colleague and good friend Congress-
man CHRIS SMITH for introducing this 
resolution. 

China is an appropriately proud na-
tion, with more than 5,000 years of re-
corded history, a history filled with 
great achievements. Chinese is perhaps 
the world’s oldest, continuously used 
written language. More recently, the 
nation has achieved near universal lit-
eracy and has fed its 1.3 billion people 
most adequately. And most recently, 
China has achieved human space flight, 
joining the international community of 
space-faring nations. 

And on this Friday, another first, the 
first Nobel Peace Prize. But 
inexplicably, this achievement has 
been met by this Chinese Government 
with opposition and outright hostility. 
This is an incomprehensible failure of 
national pride and patriotism. I call 
upon this Chinese Government to be on 
the right side of history. I know that 
Chinese history will some day vindi-
cate Liu Xiaobo, as it has done with 
other great figures in Chinese history. 

In the city of Hangzhou, which is 
near Suzhou, my ancestral home where 
my family has lived for 500 to 600 years, 
Hangzhou was the capital of the South-
ern Song Dynasty and the scene of con-
flict between the Song Dynasty and 
northern tribes. In that city is a me-
morial park to honor a general of the 
Song Dynasty, Yue Fei, who is now 
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considered a national hero. He was exe-
cuted by a jealous emperor. And today, 
his statue, he stands upon that jealous 
emperor’s neck tall and proud. 

History has a way of setting things 
right. By failing to honor the funda-
mental rights guaranteed by its own 
constitution, the current Chinese Gov-
ernment not only fails the Chinese peo-
ple, but it is also failing to live up to 
China’s 5,000-year history as one of the 
great civilizations on this planet. Peo-
ple like Liu Xiaobo are the future of 
China. Let us honor him today and 
every day as this struggle continues. 

Why is Liu Xiaobo, a prolific writer 
and a longstanding advocate for peace-
ful democratic reform in China, in pris-
on today, unable to attend the cere-
mony in Oslo? This year, the world’s 
spotlight will be on the Nobel Peace 
Prize ceremony, and that spotlight will 
shine upon an empty chair. I and oth-
ers from this body will be there, and we 
hope to underscore both the uni-
versality of the struggle for freedom 
and the singularity not only of the 
great achievement but also of the Chi-
nese Government’s unpatriotic, incom-
prehensible reactions to Mr. Liu’s his-
toric recognition. 

Madam Speaker, it is time for 
change. With proper recognition and 
proper action, China can take another 
important step and evolve peacefully 
toward its future. The alternative will 
be a harsh judgment of history. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF), who 
is cochair of the Tom Lantos Congres-
sional Human Rights Commission and 
a great advocate of human rights all 
over the world, including and espe-
cially in China. 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. I want to thank my good 
friend and distinguished colleague Con-
gressman CHRIS SMITH of New Jersey 
for introducing this important resolu-
tion which congratulates Chinese de-
mocracy advocate Liu Xiaobo on the 
award. 

Congressman SMITH—and I think all 
the colleagues in this House on both 
sides should know—is one of the great-
est human rights advocates in the Con-
gress, and his leadership on this issue 
and on human rights and religious free-
dom is really, I think, one of the finest 
that I have ever served with since I 
have been here in Congress. I also want 
to say parenthetically, why hasn’t the 
Church in the West and in the United 
States also spoken out on some of 
these more profound issues of human 
rights and religious freedoms? The si-
lence of the Church in the West is quite 
disturbing. 

On Friday, the award ceremony will 
be held with an empty chair, as my col-
league Mr. WU said, as a solemn re-
minder that this year’s Nobel laureate 
remains languishing in prison. Chinese 
authorities have placed his wife under 
house arrest to ensure that she will not 

be able to accept the prize on his be-
half. 

Since 1901, only three other Nobel 
Prize winners have been prevented 
from attending the ceremony to accept 
the prize. In 1935, Carl von Ossietzy, a 
German peace activist, was prevented 
from receiving the prize by the Nazi 
government. In 1975, Andrei Sakharov, 
a Russian nuclear scientist, was barred 
from leaving the Soviet Union to ac-
cept the prize. And in 1991, Aung San 
Suu Kyi, the leader of Burma’s democ-
racy movement, was not allowed to 
leave the country by the brutal ruling 
military junta. 

China should be ashamed and embar-
rassed to be in the company of Nazi 
Germany, the Soviet Union, and 
Burma. Instead, the Chinese Govern-
ment has launched a diplomatic cam-
paign to encourage other nations to 
boycott Friday’s ceremony. In a public 
statement, China’s vice foreign min-
ister threatened that ‘‘if they make the 
wrong choice, they have to bear the 
consequences.’’ The 18 countries that 
have sided with China and will not at-
tend Friday’s ceremonies are Afghani-
stan, Colombia, Egypt, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Cuba, Morocco, Iraq, Iran, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi Ara-
bia, Serbia, Sudan—the genocide Gov-
ernment of Sudan—Tunisia, Ukraine, 
Venezuela, and Vietnam. 

And when their lobbyists come up 
here next year begging for help, re-
member, they were not willing to go to 
Oslo even to stand up for human rights. 
Here we are giving the Moroccan Gov-
ernment $697 million in the Millennium 
Challenge grant, and they won’t even 
go to Oslo. These countries, which are 
among the world’s worst human rights 
abusers, will join China in its shameful 
boycott. 

This year’s Nobel Prize winner is rep-
resentative not just of Dr. Liu, but of 
the thousands of Chinese prisoners that 
remain languishing in prisons and 
labor camps due to their political and 
religious beliefs. Chinese authorities 
continue to crack down on the Protes-
tant house church Christians, Catho-
lics, Tibetan Buddhists, Muslim 
Uyghurs, and members of the Falun 
Gong. 

In passing this resolution, the U.S. 
Congress sends an important message 
to the dissidents of China and all those 
who are being persecuted around the 
world. The people of the United States 
stand with those who sit in their jail 
cells day after day, week after week, 
year after year in their quest for free-
dom. 

Robert F. Kennedy once said: ‘‘Each 
time a man stands up for an ideal, or 
acts to improve the lot of others, or 
strikes out against injustice, he sends 
forth a tiny ripple of hope’’ and ‘‘those 
ripples build a current which can sweep 
down the mightiest walls of oppression 
and resistance.’’ 

The awarding of the Nobel Peace 
Prize to Dr. Liu has sent out that rip-
ple of hope that cannot be stopped. And 
I believe that in my lifetime—and re-

member, the Berlin Wall fell like 
that—in my lifetime, the Chinese peo-
ple will know the true freedom, and I 
will look forward to celebrating that 
day. 

I thank Mr. SMITH again for his lead-
ership on this and so many other 
issues. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, as we’ve been discussing, this is a 
travesty of great magnitude. The Chi-
nese Government has shown over and 
over again its lack of respect and dig-
nity for human life. And, certainly, for 
someone who has such great respect in 
the academic community and world-
wide as a leader in the views of non-
violence to be locked up and put away 
when the rest of the world recognizes 
the importance of his respect and his 
leadership in this important endeavor 
is obviously more than disgusting. 

b 1550 
But we have an opportunity, obvi-

ously, today to create a resolution and 
speak on behalf of the United States 
and our people about what we believe 
are human rights and the respect that 
should be given someone who has been 
given the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER), ranking member of the For-
eign Affairs Subcommittee on Inter-
national Organizations, Human Rights, 
and Oversight. He too has been out-
spoken on behalf of the dissidents in 
China. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, let me first suggest that I am hon-
ored to be here in the presence of CHRIS 
SMITH, who has done so much, and 
Speaker PELOSI, who over the years, 
over these last two decades while I 
have been in Congress, have proven to 
me over and over again that they are 
the type of moral and honest people 
that I emulate and would seek to strive 
to meet your standards. So thank you 
very much for the leadership both of 
you have shown, and nowhere is that 
more evident than when it comes to 
our relations with China. 

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 
1717, which urges President Obama to 
work for the release of Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate Liu Xiaobo, as well as 
the release of all the heroic signers of 
Charter 08. They are now in detention 
and house arrest for being so coura-
geous to put their name on a demo-
cratic document. 

There is nothing so low in the arena 
of global politics as officials of a re-
gime who order the arrest and impris-
onment of a Nobel Prize winner. Such 
oppressors deserve a prize of their own, 
a prize for arrogance and brutality. 
This year’s prize would then go again 
to the Chinese leadership, who have 
awarded themselves this prize of in-
famy. 

More perplexing than gangsters act-
ing like gangsters are American Gov-
ernment officials who insist on treat-
ing the communist dictatorship as if it 
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is morally equivalent to democratic 
government, thus worthy of respect, of 
trust and cooperation. For 30 years, our 
State Department has pushed a policy 
of open doors, of trade and commerce 
with Communist China. And we have, 
of course, shared our technology with 
Communist China, invested in Com-
munist China. We have closed factories 
here and opened them up in China. We 
have trained their young people and 
equipped them. And we were told that 
if we so outreached, that our goodwill 
would then civilize the brutal thugs in 
the Communist Chinese Party. 

Now that all of our jobs and factories 
have been sent to Communist China, 
they still repress their people, even 
Nobel Prize winners. Yet we must 
watch out how heavily we criticize. 
They might turn down our requests for 
loan extensions, or our CEOs might feel 
threatened that their factories that 
they put over there might be expropri-
ated. 

Madam Speaker, we need to raise our 
voices for freedom in China and the im-
prisoned Nobel Prize winner. But more 
importantly, we need to identify the 
Chinese regime as a militaristic dicta-
torship that threatens everything we 
hold dear, threatens the peace of the 
world, and threatens all freedom-loving 
people in the world, and then act ac-
cordingly. Therefore, I rise in support 
of this resolution, joining with Speaker 
PELOSI and Congressman SMITH and my 
other colleagues who know if we do not 
stand for these truths that our country 
supposedly believes in, it will come 
back and hurt us later. 

Therefore, I rise in support and urge 
my colleagues and the American people 
to wake up and stop treating China 
like as if we treat them well and ignore 
their crimes against humanity that 
they will change. That may be what 
you do when you are complaining to a 
democratic government and you sug-
gest that they made a mistake, they 
are doing something wrong, yes, and 
then follow through with goodwill ges-
tures. That is seen as weakness on the 
part of dictatorships. And it is about 
time that America stands strong and 
be seen as a courageous voice through-
out the world for freedom, democracy, 
and peace, and especially as we send 
that message to the people of China. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to acknowledge and 
thank the Speaker of the House for her 
leadership in the fight for human 
rights throughout the world, and I 
yield 1 minute to the Speaker of the 
House. 

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman 
from Florida for yielding and thank 
him for giving us this opportunity to 
talk about Liu Xiaobo on the floor of 
the House today. I especially want to 
thank CHRIS SMITH, the gentleman 
from New Jersey, FRANK WOLF, DANA 
ROHRABACHER, three Members whom I 
heard speak on the subject, and I know 
many others have, DAVID WU, who is 
with us on this side, for their commit-
ment to democratic freedoms in China. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. SMITH, Mr. 
ROHRABACHER, and Mr. WOLF and I 
have been working on this issue for 
decades. Even before Tiananmen 
Square, many of us met with our 
former colleague, now gone from us, 
Tom Lantos, to meet with His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama. I think that was in 
1987. A couple years later, we saw what 
happened in Tiananmen Square. And at 
that time, as advocates for human 
rights throughout the world, we were 
advocating for human rights in China 
as well. For a long time, we had that 
debate. 

We were joined then by our colleague 
DAVID WU and others in this important 
statement that said, if we are advo-
cating for human rights throughout 
the world, which this Congress has 
done over and over again, we lose all 
moral authority to talk about human 
rights in the rest of the world if we do 
not talk about human rights in China, 
despite the commercial interests we 
have in China, despite a number of 
other issues that had been called to our 
attention. And so the news that the 
Nobel Committee had awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo came 
as good news to those of us who had 
been calling attention to this issue for 
a very long time. 

Congressman SMITH was instru-
mental in nominating Liu Xiaobo for 
the Nobel Prize. He has been a fighter. 
He and FRANK WOLF, how many times 
did you go to China, visit the prisons 
and the rest? On this score, Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER has been relentless. And so for 
us, this is a very important occasion, 
not only that he is receiving the Nobel 
Prize, but that this Congress is recog-
nizing that prize as well. 

The Nobel Prize has been called the 
most prestigious prize in the world. It 
is appropriate that in 2010, Chinese de-
mocracy advocate Liu Xiaobo joins the 
illustrious group of former recipients. 

On Christmas Day 2009, Chinese au-
thorities sentenced Liu Xiaobo to 11 
years in prison for inciting subversion 
of state power. It was a harsh sentence 
that disrespects the rule of law and the 
freedom of Chinese citizens to express 
their opinions, which is even guaran-
teed in the Chinese constitution. Liu 
Xiaobo is still in prison today, and his 
wife has been put under house arrest. 

Liu Xiaobo was one of the original 
signers of Charter 08, an online petition 
calling for new policies to improve 
human rights and democracy in China. 
Mr. Liu wrote, ‘‘The most fundamental 
principles of democracy are that people 
are sovereign, and that the people se-
lect their own government.’’ 

Charter 08 now has over 10,000 sig-
natories, many of whom have been har-
assed and intimidated by the Chinese 
authorities. The courageous efforts by 
the signatories of Charter 08 to express 
themselves in the face of arrest and de-
tention are truly an inspiration around 
the world. 

One of the things that we have done 
in the past decades is to make sure 
that those who have been arrested for 

expressing their views, whether they be 
religious or political, are not forgotten. 
One of the techniques of imprisonment 
is to tell those who have been arrested 
that on the outside nobody even re-
members you, nobody cares that you 
are here; they have forgotten you and 
all that you have done. And, of course, 
with the awarding of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, what greater spotlight could 
there be placed on freedom of expres-
sion in China? 

b 1600 

The awarding of the Nobel Peace 
Prize for the first time to a Chinese 
citizen is a momentous occasion for the 
Tiananmen democracy movement. 

Liu Xiaobo was arrested in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. At the time, 
he was on a hunger strike to protest 
martial law and support peaceful nego-
tiations with Chinese students. He 
spent many years in Chinese prison 
camps for only expressing his right to 
free expression. 

The Nobel Peace Prize is not only a 
testament to Liu Xiaobo, but Chinese 
dissidents, many, many Chinese dis-
sidents, who have sacrificed so much in 
pursuant of freedom and democracy in 
China. 

Today, the House of Representatives 
is congratulating Liu Xiaobo on the 
Nobel Peace Prize and sending a clear 
message of support for human rights 
and democracy in China. We do this in 
recognition of the importance of the 
relationship between China and the 
United States, that we have many 
issues where we have common ground 
or where we should seek common 
ground, but all of that is better served 
by the candor in our friendship and not 
ignoring sore spots. 

We continue to call for Liu Xiaobo’s 
immediate and unconditional release 
and for the Chinese Government to lis-
ten to the many Chinese citizens who 
are calling for human rights and free-
dom in China. 

Once again, I thank Congressman 
SMITH for his leadership over the many 
years and for nominating Liu Xiaobo 
and helping to bring this resolution to 
the floor, and I thank Mr. KLEIN for his 
leadership as well. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds. 

First of all, I want to thank our dis-
tinguished Speaker of the House, 
NANCY PELOSI, for her very eloquent 
defense of the human rights defenders 
in China, especially for Liu Xiaobo. I 
also wish to thank her for these many 
decades, in which we have worked side 
by side, along with FRANK WOLF and 
others, and I thank her for that and for 
scheduling this resolution to come to 
the floor today. 

I yield 2 minutes to my good friend 
and colleague, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS). 

Mr. PITTS. Thank you, Congressman 
SMITH, for your leadership on this 
issue. 

Madam Speaker, here is a picture of 
Liu Xiaobo, a modern-day human 
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rights hero who is suffering and lan-
guishing in prison as we speak. 

This resolution celebrates the fact 
that the Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo 
has been awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize and notes with sadness the fact 
that he remains in prison because of 
his commitment to freedom and human 
rights. He has been a true hero, defend-
ing those who cannot defend them-
selves and lending a voice to those who 
have no voice. 

He has worked tirelessly to protect 
human rights but has been repeatedly 
detained, sent to reeducation through 
labor camps, placed under house arrest, 
harassed, and monitored by the Chi-
nese Government. For years, he has 
withstood the brutal intimidation tac-
tics of the Chinese Government and has 
continued to fight for freedom. 

In 2008 he helped draft Charter 08, 
calling for greater freedom of expres-
sion, respect for human rights, and free 
elections. Because of his role in draft-
ing and circulating the charter, he was 
arrested and sentenced to 11 years in 
prison, a term he continues to serve. 

Liu’s long, arduous, and peaceful 
struggle for human rights has made 
him most deserving of this award, and 
we act today to recognize and honor 
his life’s work. But we also take this 
opportunity to call on the Chinese Gov-
ernment to respect the basic human 
rights of its people and to release Liu 
from prison. 

Unfortunately, the Chinese Govern-
ment’s response to the Nobel Prize 
Committee’s decision was shameful. 
News about the award was censured, 
and the Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement calling Liu a criminal. His 
wife was placed under house arrest, and 
events commemorating the award were 
raided. 

In addition, China has declined to at-
tend the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony 
for the award, and now it’s being boy-
cotted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, how much time remains on 
both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Jersey has 30 seconds 
remaining, and the gentleman from 
Florida has 11 minutes remaining. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania an addi-
tional 30 seconds. 

Mr. PITTS. The countries of 
Kazakhstan, Morocco, Egypt, and Iraq 
are boycotting. That’s shameful. It’s 
my hope that, as the resolution says, 
the Government of China will release 
him from prison and the President, 
when the President of China comes 
next month, will raise this issue vigor-
ously and urge him to be released. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) to close. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend. 

Mr. Speaker, just let me close with a 
statement of Liu Xiaobo himself. Re-

member, this was stated at his trial in 
2009. He said, in pertinent part: I hope 
that I will be the last victim of China’s 
endless literary inquisitions and that 
from now on no one will be incrimi-
nated because of speech. 

He went on to say: Freedom of ex-
pression is the foundation of human 
rights, the source of humanity, and the 
mother of truth. To strangle freedom 
of speech is to trample on human 
rights, stifle humanity, and suppress 
truth. 

He went on to say: There is nothing 
criminal in anything I have done. If 
charges are brought against me be-
cause of this, I have no complaints. 

Liu Xiaobo had bogus charges leveled 
against him, and today he endures 11 
years in prison. Today, the Congress 
stands with the oppressed, all of the 
oppressed in China, but including and 
especially Liu Xiaobo. 

We stand with him and we stand 
against the oppressor. We are united 
Democrats, Republicans, liberals, mod-
erates, and conservatives in saying 
that human rights matter, and we 
thank the Nobel Peace Prize Com-
mittee for naming this outstanding 
moral leader one of the greatest moral 
leaders of our time as the 2011 laureate. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I would like to 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for his very eloquent presentation, and 
all the speakers today, including the 
Speaker of the House. This is a state-
ment of the American people, a state-
ment of all of us from whatever back-
ground we come, about the importance 
of human rights and the recognition 
that all of us fight for human rights, no 
matter what the situation, politically 
or otherwise. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise as a cospon-
sor and strong supporter of House Resolution 
1717. For over two decades, Liu Xiaobo has 
been a tireless advocate for human rights and 
democratic self-government for the people of 
China. In 1989, he left a temporary appoint-
ment in the United States to participate in the 
Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protests. 
After the army crackdown, he was instru-
mental in negotiating a non-violent resolution 
to the standoff. Liu continued to promote re-
forms in China during periods of imprisonment 
that followed Tiananmen Square. He was one 
of the primary authors of Charter 08, a dec-
laration of human and civil rights for the Chi-
nese people that was published on December 
10, 2008. In 2009, the Chinese government 
sentenced Liu to eleven years in prison for 
‘‘inciting subversion of state power.’’ 

I applaud the Norwegian Nobel Committee 
for recognizing Liu Xiaobo with the 2010 
Nobel Prize for Peace. Liu is a brave spokes-
man for the billions of Chinese citizens who 
are denied their individual liberties in favor of 
‘‘state power.’’ His nonviolent struggle and 
sacrifice follows in the venerable tradition of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., 
and he richly deserves this honor. Liu is the 
first Chinese citizen to receive a Nobel Prize. 
Sadly, however, his continued imprisonment 
by the Chinese government will prevent him 
from accepting his prize in person. I hope that 
the Government of China soon will realize that 
Liu Xiaobo and others who engage in non-

violent activism on behalf of universal human 
rights are not dissidents to be swept under the 
rug. They are noble and constructive members 
of society whose goal is a more just world. I 
join with my colleagues in congratulating Liu 
Xiaobo and calling for his immediate release, 
along with all political prisoners and prisoners 
of conscience in China and around the globe. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this morning 
I was proud to participate in a press con-
ference in honor of Mr. Liu Xiaobo, the 2010 
Laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize. I was 
joined by my fellow co-Chair of the Tom Lan-
tos Human Rights Commission, Congressman 
FRANK WOLF, as well as Representatives JO-
SEPH PITTS, CHRIS SMITH (NJ), ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, DAVID WU and ROBERT ADERHOLT. 
Representatives from human rights organiza-
tions also made statements in support of Mr. 
Liu, including Sophie Richard with Human 
Rights Watch; T. Kumar with Amnesty Inter-
national; Paula Schriefer with Freedom House; 
Todd Stein with the International Campaign for 
Tibet; Clothilde de Le Coz with Reporters 
Without Borders; and Harry Wu, well-known 
Chinese human rights activist. 

I would like to submit the statement that I 
made this morning in support of Liu Xiaobo’s 
non-violent advocacy on behalf of democratic 
and human rights in China and his having 
been awarded this well-deserved honor. 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen: 

Today I proudly stand shoulder to shoulder 
with my colleagues in Congress and so many 
distinguished human rights defenders and 
congratulate Liu Xiaobo on being awarded 
the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. 

When the Norwegian Nobel Committee an-
nounced its decision on October 8th, it re-
newed its past proud history of awarding this 
prestigious award to outstanding individuals 
and groups who embody incredible courage 
and humanity in the face of severe suppres-
sion, to bravely stand up for their fellow citi-
zens, for truth, democracy and human 
rights—despite the likely consequences. 

The Nobel Committee in its announcement 
specifically cited that it awarded the Peace 
Prize to Mr. Liu because of ‘‘his long and 
non-violent struggle for fundamental human 
rights in China.’’ 

When the award ceremony takes place this 
Friday in Oslo, Norway, on December 10th, 
International Human Rights Day, Mr. Liu 
will be serving yet another day of the 11-year 
sentence he received last December for al-
leged ‘subversion of State power.’ 

If the Chinese government had to explain 
what exactly is the alleged ‘subversion,’ it 
would of course be hard pressed. Mr. Liu’s 
entire life has been dedicated to the peaceful 
reform of his country, a country that yearns 
for greater space for democracy and human 
rights. That is exactly why the People’s Re-
public of China does not explain its blatant 
abuse of judicial power, or allow judicial re-
view or meaningful court proceedings in the 
first place. 

Instead, China immediately embarked on a 
massive international campaign to pressure 
the Nobel Committee not to award the Prize 
to Mr. Liu as the first Chinese recipient of 
the Nobel Peace Prize, and pressed foreign 
governments not to attend the ceremonies in 
Oslo. We remember how China responded in a 
similar fashion when His Holiness, the Dalai 
Lama, won the award, and when Uyghur 
human rights and democracy leader Rebiya 
Kadeer was nominated for the Peace Prize. 

China’s arm reaches far, and the PRC, un-
fortunately, has been able to exert pressure 
on a handful of countries. The United States, 
however, must be a beacon of hope. I call on 
President Obama—as a Peace Prize recipient 
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himself—to send a high level delegation to 
Oslo as a very clear signal to the world that 
the U.S. stands full square for human rights 
and democracy, and that we stand with Liu 
Xiaobo and the Chinese human rights and de-
mocracy movement. 

China also cracked down harshly on any 
attempts to celebrate Mr. Liu’s achieve-
ments in his country, and has so far pre-
vented Mr. Liu’s wife, Liu Xia, from trav-
eling to Oslo, as well as most of China’s de-
mocracy activists and scholars who were in-
vited by Mr. Liu’s family. 

The speeches in Oslo will no doubt high-
light Mr. Liu’s incredible courage and peace-
ful convictions. We will hear about his lead-
ership as a writer, literary critic, professor 
and human rights activist; his role during 
the 1989 pro-democracy protest in 
Tiananmen Square, where he negotiated on 
behalf of student demonstrators, that he 
served as President of the Independent Chi-
nese PEN Center since 2003, and the promi-
nent leadership role he played in the drafting 
of one of the most important Chinese reform 
documents, Charter 08. 

This Friday, Mr. Liu will take his rightful 
place among those human rights giants who 
were also imprisoned when they were award-
ed the Nobel Peace Prize—Germany’s Carl 
von Ossietzky in 1935 and Burma’s Aung San 
Suu Kyi in 1991. 

But what Mr. Liu needs most is not the or-
nate medal, or even the cash prize which 
goes with the award, but our ongoing com-
mitment to stand with him and the goals 
and aspirations he represents. That is our 
job as law makers, NGOs, the public, and the 
international community—today, tomorrow, 
in Oslo, and most importantly, beyond De-
cember 10th. 

Mr. KLEIN OF Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LANGEVIN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1717, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO 
VICTIMS OF FIRE IN ISRAEL 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1751) mourning 
the loss of life and expressing condo-
lences to the families affected by the 
tragic forest fire in Israel that began 
on December 2, 2010. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1751 

Whereas, on December 2, 2010, a forest fire 
began in the Carmel region of Israel; 

Whereas the fire quickly spread and be-
came the worst fire in Israel’s history; 

Whereas over 40 people have been killed by 
the blaze; 

Whereas more than 17,000 people have been 
displaced by the fire; 

Whereas more than 4,000,000 trees have al-
ready burned in the fire; 

Whereas Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu declared December 2, 2010, a na-
tional day of mourning in Israel; 

Whereas Israel has exhausted its supplies 
and equipment necessary to sustain the fire-
fighting effort; 

Whereas United States Ambassador to 
Israel James Cunningham rapidly issued a 
disaster declaration, prompting significant 
coordination within the United States Gov-
ernment to identify and provide Israel with 
firefighting assistance; 

Whereas President Barack Obama and Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton have 
pledged significant United States assistance 
to address this disaster; 

Whereas the United States has already pro-
vided Israel with technical assistance, over 
110 metric tons of fire suppressant, 3,800 gal-
lons of fire retardant concentrate, and other 
needed assistance to fight this fire; 

Whereas State and local governments in 
the United States have mobilized to send 
firefighting supplies to Israel; and 

Whereas Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Jordan, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Russia, 
Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, and the Ukraine are among the 
other nations that have provided assistance 
or offered assistance to Israel to fight this 
fire: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) mourns the loss of life and extends con-
dolences to the families affected by the fire 
in northern Israel that began on December 2, 
2010; 

(2) supports the Obama Administration’s 
offer of, and rapid efforts to provide, United 
States firefighting assistance to Israel in re-
sponse to this disaster; 

(3) recognizes the efforts of foreign govern-
ments that have provided assistance or of-
fered assistance to Israel; 

(4) commends State and local governments 
in the United States that have offered and 
provided assistance to Israel; and 

(5) reaffirms United States support for the 
people and State of Israel in their time of 
need. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution. 

As my colleagues are aware, last 
week the State of Israel faced the 
worst natural disaster in its history. A 
forest fire ravaged the Carmel Forest, 
killing over 40 people, displacing over 

17,000 Israelis, and burning 4 million 
trees. People from all over the world 
have planted trees in forests through-
out Israel to make it greener and make 
the desert bloom. 

This is a tragedy, because of the loss 
of these forests, that really is some-
thing that has to be recognized. But, 
more importantly, this is a moment 
that we, as Americans, want to send a 
message of condolence to the Israeli 
people for the loss of life, loss of prop-
erty, and to make an important state-
ment of support and solidarity with 
our ally and friend, the State of Israel. 

Thankfully, over the last day or so, 
the fire has now been successfully con-
tained, and hopefully it will soon be 
fully extinguished. With the help of the 
international community, Israel will 
now be able to rebuild, and that’s why 
it’s important that at this moment in 
time we recognize the importance of 
this international effort from countries 
around the world who offered or pro-
vided assistance to fight the fire. 

b 1610 

Those countries include Australia, 
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Norway, 
the Netherlands, the Palestinian Au-
thority, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Ukraine, and the United King-
dom. 

We’re also proud of our State and 
local governments in the United States 
who selflessly mobilized to send fire-
fighting supplies and firefighting ex-
perts to Israel. I would like to espe-
cially acknowledge the round-the-clock 
efforts by USAID, Department of De-
fense, National Security Council, U.S. 
Fire Services Professionals, as well as 
our embassy personnel in Tel Aviv, 
who were in constant contact with 
their Israeli counterparts offering as-
sistance and support at every juncture. 

We must note that time and again 
Israel sends its supplies and its experts 
to disasters around the world. It was 
one of the first countries that provided 
support to the people of Haiti after the 
earthquake. And certainly we know in 
the aftermath of floods, earthquakes, 
terrorist attacks, and other natural 
and manmade disasters, Israel offers 
its expertise. Now Israel knows that it 
can rely on others as well. 

Restoration will be a long-term effort 
after this fire and will require coopera-
tion on many fronts. I would like to 
commend the important efforts of the 
Jewish National Fund which is taking 
a leading role in the replanting effort 
as it has operated for decades. 

I would like to thank my partner in 
this bipartisan legislation, Congress-
man PETER KING, the chairman of the 
Fire Services Caucus, and many others 
who have cosponsored this piece of leg-
islation. And I would also like to thank 
Chairman BERMAN and Ranking Mem-
ber ROS-LEHTINEN for quickly bringing 
this resolution to the floor. 

Our expeditious consideration allows 
us to send a message to the people of 
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